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Sir: 



In response to restriction/unity of invention requirement set forth in the Official 
Action dated June 1 1 , 2009, applicants hereby elect the subject matter of Group I 
which currently includes claims 3-6. This election is made with traverse as the 
Examiner's reasons for the requirement are not consistent with the unity of invention 
standards applicable in the instant national stage application. In particular, the 
Examiner has stated that claims 3-6 are drawn to compounds of formula 1 , has 
asserted that the only structural elements shared by the claims of all the Groups is 
thietane and then has alleged that the Dittmer et al. article shows that thietane is 
known in the art. 

The stated logic is believed to be incorrect for several reasons. First, claim 5, 
the only independent claim of the claims of record, does not recite a compound of 
formula 1 , but rather defines a compound represented by formula (3) which is set 
forth as follows: 



wherein, in the formula, M represents a metal atom; Xi and X2 each independently 
represent a sulfur atom or an oxygen atom; Ri represents a divalent organic group; 
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nn represents an integer of 0 or 1 or more; p represents an integer of from 1 to n; q 
represents an integer of from 1 to (n-p); n represents a valence of a metal atom M; 
Yq each independently represent an inorganic or organic residue; and when q is 2 or 
more, Yq may be bonded to one another for forming a ring structure with the 
intermediary of a metal atom IVI. 

As should be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art, the recited 
compound is not simply thietane, but rather is a compound which includes defined 
moieties including a metal atom. The Dittmer et al. article describes a different 
compound which, for example, does not contain a metal atom. Thus, applicants 
respectfully submit that the claims in Groups II and III, all of which are dependent on 
sole independent claim 5 are part of the same inventive concept and should be 
examined together. 

Turning to the election of species requirement set forth on pages 3-4 of the 
Action, applicants hereby elect the species of Compound No. 3-1 as disclosed on 
page 44 of the specification. This election is made without traverse based on the 
examination procedure described on page 3 of the Action. 

Favorable consideration on the merits is respectfully requested. 

Finally, as requested in the previous response, consideration and 
acknowledgement of the information submitted in the Information Disclosure 
Statements filed on September 28, 2006, and May 14, 2009, are respectfully 
requested. 

Should the Examiner have any questions concerning the present application, 
he is invited to contact the undersigned attorney at the number provided below. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney 
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